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Briefing Note for Scrutiny People

Petition re Hamlin Gardens Bin Store

Background

In September 2017, the Council’s Fire Safety Management Policy applicable to Council 
Housing was approved by Executive. This agreed that all shared areas and escape routes 
within flats were kept free of any items that might impede residents leaving their properties in 
the event of a fire and equally the fire service attempting to access the property, as well as 
reduce the risk to combustion.

 As outlined in the report to Executive, officers have been carrying out consultation and 
awareness raising with our tenants and leaseholders. Officers have also been identifying the 
need for additional storage facilities and taking appropriate actions that comes out of Fire Risk 
Assessments (FRA). These are assessments are carried out by an independent accredited 
contractor. 

The Risk Identified

The FRAs for these blocks subject related to the Petition identified a high or medium risk in 
relation to where the bins are currently located because of the close proximity to the exits and 
against the walls of the block. This means that they would become a hazard should a fire occur 
at any of the blocks. The FRA determined that the internal/integrated bin stores which forms 
part of the block do pose a serious risk of arson and should be re-sited to an alternative 
location. The old storage areas should be sealed up to reduce the risk.

In addition to the FRA, guidance provided by the Confederation of Fire Protection Associations 
in Europe (CFPA E) has suggested that a group of waste containers should be a minimum of 
6 metres from a building. Whilst this is not mandatory, it would be considered good practice. 
As officers continue to implement the Council’s the Fire Safety Management Policy, it is likely 
that other blocks will require a similar solution to reduce the risks identified in FRAs and best 
practice guidance.  

Equality Impact Assessment

Attached

Service Change to Mitigate Risk

The decision on where to re-site the bins was made in consultation with the Council’s Waste 
Operations Team and considered that the existing bin stores in the blocks were being 
decommissioned and what was a reasonable expectation for residents in terms of the location 
of the bins vis a vis their homes. As part of this, officers specifically considered the needs of 
residents with mobility issues. Any re-siting would also need to be  in a convenient location for 
the waste operatives to collect from the kerbside or footpath and consider any future proofing 
to account for any future changes in the future such as kerbside glass collections and therefore 
the costs of re-siting the bins is being shared between the Housing and Waste Collection 
services.  
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Consultation with Local Residents 

A letter was sent to residents of the block advising them of the proposed repositioning of the 
bins setting out the rationale. Following this letter, the Council received some feedback from 
residents. Three households contacted us via their local ward councillor disagreeing with the 
proposal stating that the bins were positioned adequately and that the new siting of the bins 
may cause young children to climb over them and be a waste of money. One of the tenants 
asked that the bin was not positioned in a certain location and an alternative location was 
agreed. We also received an enquiry from Ben Bradshaw MP’s Office in relation to having 
only consulted the block and not the houses opposite the area. We have responded directly 
to all enquires received setting out the rationale for re-siting the bin stores. We have not 
experienced any of the concerns raised from a similar type of bin and re-siting which was 
introduced at Lancelot Road. 
 

The New Arrangements 

Each of the new stores is big enough for three 1100 wheelie bins and will have one general 
refuse and two recycling bins. This allows for more recycling capacity than the residents have 
at the moment and reduces slightly the general refuse capacity. It is anticipated that this should 
then encourage the residents to recycle more. This was done specifically on the request of 
Cleansing to future proof them if glass recycling is done at the kerbside.

The Petition 

The Council received a petition from 24 households and signed by 35 residents. Of these, 12 
are council tenants, 15 are leaseholders (of which 13 are rented out by the leaseholder as 
private rented) and 8 are owner occupiers. The petition was sent in by an owner occupier who 
lives in a property opposite the block of flats. The petition states that the signatories oppose 
the location and appearance of the new proposed waste storage facilities and ask that 
alternative solutions to both are sought.

One alternative is to leave the bin stores in situ and make them fire retardant to mitigate the 
risk. This has been discounted on two grounds: firstly, it is cost prohibitive as it will cost more 
than re-siting the bins and secondly, it will not provide the additional storage required. 

Given that Officers have already and will continue to work to find reasonable solutions to 
support residents with mobility issues, and that the service changes are in response to the 
implementation of the Council’s Fire Safety Policy, the Council is not able to meet the 
requests of the Petition. 
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